t
t
e
e
L
r
s
g
n
i
Lea r n
Uppercase and Lowercase
Letter Identification

Aa
Letter Sound
Identification

apple

add

Letter Identification in Text

astronaut
Letter Formation

Learning Letters
Contributors
Karen Erickson, PhD
David Koppenhaver, PhD
Jenay Prytula
Caroline Ramsey Musselwhite, EdD, CCC-SLP
Carol Seibert

Editor
Mary Krenz

Exclusively Published by
Don Johnston Incorporated
26799 West Commerce Drive
Volo, IL 60073 USA
myreadtopia.com

Copyright © 2019 Start to Finish L.L.C. and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Concept, Design and Edited by Dr. Karen Erickson Center for Literacy and Disability Studies,
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
All proceeds directed to University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill from this curriculum support the mission
of its Center for Literacy and Disability Studies.
Start-to-Finish and the Don Johnston logos are registered trademarks.
Readtopia is a registerd trademark of Start to Finish L.L.C.
Inspired by Enhancing Alphabet Knowledge Instruction: Research Implications and Practical Strategies
for Early Childhood Educators by Jones, Clark & Reutel (2012).
“Producing the Letter Form” section uses the Letter Formation Guide © 2015 Amplify Education, Inc.
http://www.freereading.net/w/images/7/78/Letter_formation_guide.pdf
Start to Finish L.L.C. grants the rights for teachers and other educational professionals to download, print, reproduce,
and distribute this book with students, or portions of it in any form, in both print and electronic formats while their
subscription is active.

Learning Letters

Table of Contents
Introduction to Learning Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-4
Instructional Cycle 1: Alphabetical Order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6-59
Instructional Cycle 2: Letter Name–Letter Sound Relationship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62-140
Instructional Cycle 3: Frequency of Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142-220
Instructional Cycle 4: Learning Order . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 222-301
Instructional Cycle 5: Similarity of Visual Features . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 304-383

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Learning Letters

1

Learning Letters

Learning Letters
Explicit and effective instruction supporting deeper
alphabetic knowledge, application, and use over time
Learning Letters lessons offer teachers an explicit
approach to alphabet instruction inspired by the
Enhancing Alphabet Knowledge routine developed
by Jones and colleagues (2013), and including
strategies to meet the needs of students with
significant disabilities developed by Erickson
and Koppenhaver (2019).
Designed to be taught daily,
Learning Letters lessons present
a new letter each day. A consistent
4-step instructional routine
is repeated over the course of five
instructional cycles. Each cycle
varies the order of letter instruction
based on features that make
letters easier—or harder—to learn.
Unique practice activities included
in each of the five cycles engage
students in the application
and use of alphabet knowledge,
and provide variety within the context
of a consistent instructional routine.

Learning Letters Objectives
• Identify lower and upper case letters
in various contexts.
• Identify letter sound correspondence
for letters in various contexts.
• Produce lower and upper case letters
in various contexts.

Learning Letters

Learning Letters Instructional Routine
Explicit 10-15 minute lessons provide a consistent
4-step instructional routine across all five
instructional cycles.

Recent research indicates that
traditional methods of alphabet
instruction (i.e. teaching one
letter per week or month)
is counterproductive for students
who are most in need of alphabet
instruction. (Bowman & Treiman,
2004; Justice et al., 2006;
Piasta & Wagner, 2010.)
Jones, Clark & Reutzel (2012)

The Learning Letters approach to teaching alphabetic
knowledge provides repetition and practice that
is distributed over time to support deeper learning,
application and use (Jones & Reutzel, 2012).

2

Here’s how it works!

Lesson 2: Alphabetical Order

1

Uppercase and Lowercase
Letter Identification

2

Letter Sound Identification

3

Letter Identification in Text

4

Letter Formation
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Learning Letters Instructional Cycles
Alphabetical Order
Teach the letters in alphabetical order.
Letter Name / Sound Relationship
Teach the letters beginning with those
that represent sounds that are in the letter name
(i.e. b, p, f, m) and move to letters that are not
in the name (i.e., h, q, w, y) or represent more
than one sound.
Frequency of Letter Use
Teach the letters in an order based on the frequency
of use in written English. Begin with letters
that appear least frequently (i.e., y, q, j, z, x, w).
Developmental Order of Articulation
Teach the letters in sequence based on the order
typically developing children learn to say sounds
in spoken English. Begin with letters children
are able to articulate earliest (i.e., n, m, p, h, t)
and move through sounds that are latest
developing (i.e., u, e, z, s, k).
Visual Features of Letters
Teach letters in a sequence based on the
visual features that make letters relatively easier
or more difficult to distinguish from one another.
Clusters of letters that are visually similar
(i.e., C and G; b, d, p, q; M, N, W) are taught
across several adjacent days.

Individual letters can be taken out
of the cycle as students master them.
This lets you devote additional time
to focus on more challenging letters!
(Justice, 2006).

Important!
• Daily lessons should adhere to the
recommended 10-15 minute time frame.
• When you finish a complete lesson,
move on to the next one. The goal
is for students to know the letters by the
end of the year. You are not seeking mastery
the first time a letter is taught.
• When talking about letter sounds,
notice that we teach students the sounds
that letters represent. For example:

The letter b represents the sound /b/
like in the words bat and best.
Letters—no matter how much you poke
or prod them—will not ever make a sound.
Although the word represents is more
challenging, it reduces confusion.

Learning Letters Assessment
Perhaps you have known a student who has
mastered the identification of letter names
and sounds, but who cannot apply that knowledge
to read and / or write words.
Alphabet instruction that begins and ends
with letter name / sound identification in isolation
does little to develop the deep levels
of alphabetic knowledge related to the purpose
those letters serve in reading and writing.
Furthermore, emphasis on independent mastery
of these skills fails to provide students with
the level of language-based interaction they
need to develop phonological awareness—
that is, an awareness of, and ability to manipulate
the sounds in oral language.
The Learning Letters routine provides students
with multiple exposures to and practice with
identifying letter names, letter sounds, and letter
shapes both in isolation and—more importantly—
within the context of naturally-occurring print.
It is this application and use of alphabetic
knowledge in reading and spelling that is the
ultimate goal of Learning Letters.
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Learning Letters
In alignment with this goal,
During each… instructional cycle, the teacher keeps record of which letters
it is critical that the assessment
are more difficult for students to learn and applies knowledge of the
of student progress related
research-based acquisition advantages to analyze student difficulties and
to Alphabetic Knowledge
flexibly adjusts pacing, exposure frequency, and focus to meet students’ needs.
be anchored in the identification,
application and use of letter
Jones et. al (2012)
names and sounds within the
context of naturally-occurring print.
The Learning Letters Assessment tool
Use sticky notes or the Notes application
provides a simple format to track your students’
on
your smart phone to jot down students’
ongoing application and use of this knowledge
identification
of letter names and / or
over the course of overall daily instruction.
This practice of documenting authentic application
of alphabetic knowledge will accomplish two very
important things. It will...
...inform your instruction, allowing you
to easily see which letters need to receive
additional focus for individual students.
...document student progress for use
in writing and reporting on IEP goals
(e.g. Student will identify the name and sound
of at least 10 upper and lowercase letters
in naturally-occurring print a minimum
of 5 times each during the progress period).

Begin Assessing from the Start!
You can begin assessing student progress from
the very first day of Learning Letters instruction.
As students identify letters in naturally-occurring
print within the scope of daily Learning Letters
lessons, document the dates. But don’t forget
to note those moments during shared reading,
science or social studies lessons, or when students
identify letters on a bulletin board as you walk
down the hall.

letter sounds in naturally-occurring text
as you observe it during the course of each
school day. Enlist your paraprofessionals,
SLP, and other staff or volunteers
in your classroom to help in this ongoing
assessment of students’ application of
their alphabetic knowledge, too!
Then, add that information to students’
Learning Letters Assessment sheet
to optimize the amount of information
you have to inform instruction
and document progress.

Reference
Jones, C.D.; Clark, S.K.; and Reutzel, D.R.,
“Enhancing alphabet knowledge instruction:
Research implications and practical strategies
for early childhood educators” (2012).
TEaL Faculty Publications. Paper 404.
http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/
teal_facpub/404

Print a Learning Letters Assessment sheet for each
of your students, and keep it handy to record
their application of alphabetic knowledge
as they exhibit it. Record the date any time a student:
• Names a letter within a word
• Identifies that a word begins or ends
with a specific letter sound
• Applies alphabetic knowledge to attempting
to decode a word

4
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Instructional Cycle 1
Alphabetical Order

Many of our students’ earliest exposures to the alphabet included alphabet lines and songs
that present letters in alphabetical order. Instructional Cycle 1: Alphabetical Order
lessons begin with this familiar order of instruction, tapping into prior knowledge
and building on those early experiences to expand students’ alphabet knowledge.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 1 | Aa
Teacher Preparation
• Provide each student with word cards that say same and different.
NOTE: These word cards will be used during every lesson in Cycle 1.
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /a/ sound like in the words
apple and add, as well as one word that does not begin with the /a/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | alphabet, alligator, ambulance, animal, ant, apple, astronaut, ax
Action Words | act, answer, ask
Describing Words | adventure / adventurous, active
Student Name(s) | Adam, Anne, Angie, Antoine
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

A

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

A
a

This is the capital letter A.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter a.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter a represents the sound
/a/ like in the words apple and add.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/a/, /a/, /a/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.

6
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Lesson 1 | Aa

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/a/ like in the words apple and add.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter a represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!
Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /a/ sound.
Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /a/ sound
like in the words apple and add.

Sound Search!
A Sample Activity

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter a represents!
Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/a/ like in the words apple and add.

Point to an apple or picture of an apple.

Look at this juicy, red…

Pause to allow students to say the word apple.

Yes! This is an apple. Let’s check to see
whether the word apple begins with
the /a/ sound like in the word add.
/a/… apple.

Confirm students’ answer, or provide the correct word
as needed.

Is the sound the same or different?

Have students hold up or point to word cards
same or different.

Point to the daily classroom schedule.

We come to school in the morning.
We go home in the…

Pause to allow students to say the word afternoon.

Yes! We go home in the afternoon.
Let’s check to see whether the word
afternoon begins with the /a/ sound
like in the word add. /a/… afternoon.

Confirm students’ answer, or provide the correct word
as needed.

Is the sound the same or different?

Have students hold up or point to word cards
same or different.

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 1 | Aa

Hold up a glass or bottle of water.

I am really thirsty! What should I do
with this water?

Pause to allow students to say the word drink it!

Yes! I should drink this water. Let’s check
to see whether the word drink begins
with the /a/ sound like in the word apple.
/a/… drink.

Confirm students’ answer, or provide the correct word
as needed.

Is the sound the same or different?

Have students hold up or point to word cards
same or different.

Show students an envelope on which
the name and address of a student has been printed.

I want to send a letter to <student name>.
On this envelope, I wrote <student’s
name> name and…

Pause to allow students to say the word address.

Yes! I wrote <student’s name>’s address
on the envelope. Let’s check to see
whether the word address begins
with the /a/ sound like in the word apple.
/a/… address.

Confirm students’ answer, or provide the correct word
as needed.

Is the sound the same or different?

Have students hold up or point to word cards
same or different.

8
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Lesson 1 | Aa

Cycle 1

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter a.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter A.

A

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

• Slant left. Lift.
• Slant right. Lift.
• Straight line across.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter a.

a

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.

• Circle left. Lift.
• Straight line down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter A
and the lowercase letter a.

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Alphabetical Order

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 2 | Bb
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /b/ sound like in the words
bat and best, as well as one word that does not begin with the /b/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | baby, backpack, band, beach, book, breakfast, bug
Action Words | bake, behave, bite, blow, bring, build
Describing Words | beautiful, backwards, behind, big, boring, brave
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

B

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

B
b

This is the capital letter B.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter b.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter b represents the sound
/b/ like in the words bat and best.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/b/, /b/, /b/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.

10
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Lesson 2 | Bb

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /b/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/b/ like in the words bat and best.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /b/ sound
like in the words bat and best.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter b represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter b.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter B.

B

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Curve right and around.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter b.

b

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Circle right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter B
and the lowercase letter b.
© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
Learning Letters

11

Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 3 | Cc
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /k/ sound like in the words
cat and cut, as well as one word that does not begin with the /k/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | cafeteria, calendar, cartoon, classroom, coat, computer, cupcake
Action Words | call, carry, catch, clean, climb, cook, cough, crash, cry
Describing Words | careful, comfortable, cold, cool, crazy, creepy, crispy, cute
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

C

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

C
c

This is the capital letter C.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter c.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter c represents the sound
/k/ like in the words cat and cut.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/k/, /k/, /k/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.

12
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Lesson 3 | Cc

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /k/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/k/ like in the words cat and cut.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /k/ sound
like in the words cat and cut.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter c represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter c.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter C.

C

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left and stop.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter c.

c

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left and stop.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter C
and the lowercase letter c.
© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 4 | Dd
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /d/ sound like in the words
dog and dig, as well as one word that does not begin with the /d/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | dentist, desk, dessert, dinosaur, dirt, doctor, dollar, door, drum
Action Words | dance, decorate, dig, disappear, discover, drag, drink, drive
Describing Words | dangerous, dark, deep, dirty, down, dry, dusty
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

D

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

D
d

This is the capital letter D.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter d.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter d represents the sound
/d/ like in the words dog and dig.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/d/, /d/, /d/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.

14
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Lesson 4 | Dd

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /d/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/d/ like in the words dog and dig.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /d/ sound
like in the words dog and dig.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter d represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter d.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter D.

D

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Curve right and around.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter d.

d

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Circle left.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter D
and the lowercase letter d.
© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
Learning Letters
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 5 | Ee
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /e/ sound like in the words
egg and empty, as well as one word that does not begin with the /e/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | echo, edge, elbow, elevator, elf, end, enemy, envelope, exit
Action Words | enjoy, enter, escape, exit, explode
Describing Words | end, exciting, expensive
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

E

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

E
e

This is the capital letter E.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter e.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter e represents the sound
/e/ like in the words egg and empty.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/e/, /e/, /e/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.

16
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Lesson 5 | Ee

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /e/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/e/ like in the words egg and empty.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /e/ sound
like in the words egg and empty.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter e represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter e.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter E.

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right. Lift.
• Straight line right. Lift.
• Straight line right.
Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter e.

E

e

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line right.
• Circle left and stop.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter E
and the lowercase letter e.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 6 | Ff
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /f/ sound like in the words
fish and fast, as well as one word that does not begin with the /f/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | face, feet, finger, fire alarm, fish, flag, flower, food, friend, fruit, furniture
Action Words | fall, faint, feed, fight, fill, find, fix, flip, fly, fold, follow
Describing Words | famous, fast, first, flat, fluffy, freezing, full, funny, furry, fuzzy
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

F

Today, we are learning about the letter

.

Letter Name Identification

1

(1-2 Minutes)

F
f

This is the capital letter F.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter f.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter f represents the sound
/f/ like in the words fish and fast.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/f/, /f/, /f/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 6 | Ff

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /f/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/f/ like in the words fish and fast.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /f/ sound
like in the words fish and fast.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter f represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter f.

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter F.

F

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right. Lift.
• Straight line right.
Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter f.

f

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Curve to the left, straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter F
and the lowercase letter f.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 7 | Gg
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /g/ sound like in the words
goat and giggle, as well as one word that does not begin with the /g/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | game, garbage, garden, ghost, girl, glasses, globe, glue, goldfish, gorilla
Action Words | gallop, gather, get, giggle, gobble, grab, graduate, grin, groan, growl
Describing Words | glad, glittery, gloomy, good, goofy, greasy, green, gross
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

G

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

G
g

This is the capital letter G.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter g.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter g represents the sound
/g/ like in the words goat and giggle.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/g/, /g/, /g/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 7 | Gg

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /g/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/g/ like in the words goat and giggle.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /g/ sound
like in the words goat and giggle.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter g represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter g.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter G.

G

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left and stop.
• Straight line left.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter g.

g

.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Circle left. Lift.
• Straight line down, curve left, and stop.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter G
and the lowercase letter g.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 8 | Hh
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /h/ sound like in the words
hammer and hit, as well as one word that does not begin with the /h/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | hair, hallway, hamburger, hand, hanger, hat, head, helicopter, homework
Action Words | hang, hear, hiccup, hide, hike, hit, hop, hug, hum
Describing Words | hairy, happy, hard, haunted, healthy, heavy, hot, huge, hungry
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

H

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

H
h

This is the capital letter H.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter h.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter h represents the sound
/h/ like in the words hammer and hit.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/h/, /h/, /h/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 8 | Hh

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /h/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/h/ like in the words hammer and hit.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /h/ sound
like in the words hammer and hit.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter h represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter h.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter H.

H

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter h.

h

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve up, right, and down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter H
and the lowercase letter h.
© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 9 | Ii
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /i/ sound like in the words
insect and itch, as well as one word that does not begin with the /i/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | insect, instrument, invitation, invention
Action Words | imagine, introduce, invent, invite, itch
Describing Words | important, in, inside, inside out, interesting, invisible, itchy
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

I

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

I
i

This is the capital letter I.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter i.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter i represents the sound /i/
like in the words insect and itch.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/i/, /i/, /i/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.

24

Learning Letters

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Lesson 9 | Ii

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /i/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/i/ like in the words insect and itch.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /i/ sound
like in the words insect and itch.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter i represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter i.

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter I.

I

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right. Lift.
• Straight line right.
Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter i.

i

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Dot above the line.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter I
and the lowercase letter i.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 10 | Jj
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /j/ sound like in the words
jet and jump, as well as one word that does not begin with the /j/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | jacket, jail, janitor, jar, jaw, jeans, jeep, jelly, jet, jewelry, joke, juice, jungle
Action Words | jerk, jiggle, jingle, jog, jump
Describing Words | jiggly, jittery, jolly, joyful, juicy, jumpy
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

J

.

Letter Name Identification

1

(1-2 Minutes)

J
j

This is the capital letter J.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter j.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter j represents the sound
/j/ like in the words jet and jump.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/j/, /j/, /j/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 10 | Jj

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /j/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/j/ like in the words jet and jump.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /j/ sound
like in the words jet and jump.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter j represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter j.

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter J.

J

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down, curve left, and stop.
Lift.
• Straight line right.

Write the lowercase letter

j

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter j.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Straight line down, curve left, and stop.
Lift.
• Dot above the line.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter J
and the lowercase letter j.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Learning Letters

27

Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 11 | Kk
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /k/ sound like in the words
kite and kick, as well as one word that does not begin with the /k/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | karate, kayak, ketchup, key, kid, kindergarten, king, kitchen, kite, kitten
Action Words | kick, kiss
Describing Words | kind
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

K

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

K
k

This is the capital letter K.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter k.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter k represents the sound
/k/ like in the words kite and kick.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/k/, /k/, /k/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 11 | Kk

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /k/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/k/ like in the words kite and kick.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /k/ sound
like in the words kite and kick.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter k represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter k.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter K.

K

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Slant left.
• Slant right.

Write the lowercase letter

k

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter k.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Slant left.
• Slant right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter K
and the lowercase letter k.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 12 | Ll
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /l/ sound like in the words
lemon and lick, as well as one word that does not begin with the /l/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | ladder, lake, leaf, leg, lemon, letter, library, lip, lizard, locker, lunch
Action Words | laugh, lean, learn, leave, lick, lift, listen, look, love
Describing Words | large, lazy, left, less, light, little, long, loud, lucky
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

L

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

L
l

This is the capital letter L.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter l.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter l represents the sound
/l/ like in the words lemon and lick.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/l/, /l/, /l/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 12 | Ll

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /l/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/l/ like in the words lemon and lick.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /l/ sound
like in the words lemon and lick.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter l represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter l.

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter L.

L

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Straight line right.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter l.

l

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter L
and the lowercase letter l.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 13 | Mm
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /m/ sound like in the words
man and march, as well as one word that does not begin with the /m/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | mail, make-up, mall, map, mask, math, me, money, monster, mouth
Action Words | make, magnify, march, match, measure, meet, mix, move
Describing Words | mad, make-believe, mean, messy, muddy
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

M

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

M
m

This is the capital letter M.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter m.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter m represents the sound
/m/ like in the words man and march.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/m/, /m/, /m/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 13 | Mm

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /m/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/m/ like in the words man and march.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /m/ sound
like in the words man and march.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter m represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter m.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter M.

M

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
• Straight line down.
Write the lowercase letter

m

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter m.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve up, right, and down.
• Curve up, right, and down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter M
and the lowercase letter m.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 14 | Nn
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /n/ sound like in the words
nose and nod, as well as one word that does not begin with the /n/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | name, neck, necklace, neighbor, newspaper, nickel, night, noise, nose
Action Words | nag, nap, nibble, nod
Describing Words | naked, nasty, naughty, neat, nervous, new, next, nice, noisy
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

N

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

N
n

This is the capital letter N.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter n.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter n represents the sound
/n/ like in the words nose and nod.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/n/, /n/, /n/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.

34

Learning Letters

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Lesson 14 | Nn

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /n/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/n/ like in the words nose and nod.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /n/ sound
like in the words nose and nod.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter n represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter n.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter N.

N

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Slant right.
• Straight line up.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter n.

n

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve up, right, and down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter N
and the lowercase letter n.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 15 | Oo
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /o/ sound like in the words
olive and on, as well as one word that does not begin with the /o/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | octopus, office, officer, olive, operation, ostrich, ox
Action Words | operate
Describing Words | odd, on
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

O

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

O
o

This is the capital letter O.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter o.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter o represents the sound
/o/ like in the words olive and on.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/o/, /o/, /o/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 15 | Oo

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /o/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/o/ like in the words olive and on.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /o/ sound
like in the words olive and on.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter o represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter o.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter O.

O

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter o.

o

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter O
and the lowercase letter o.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 16 | Pp
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /p/ sound like in the words
pig and pat, as well as one word that does not begin with the /p/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | package, page, pajamas, pan, paper, parachute, parade, parrot
Action Words | pack, peek, pinch, play, point, poke, point, pop, pour, pretend, pull
Describing Words | painful, picky, pink, poor, pretty, proud, puffy, purple
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

P

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

P
p

This is the capital letter P.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter p.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter p represents the sound
/p/ like in the words pig and pat.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/p/, /p/, /p/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 16 | Pp

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /p/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/p/ like in the words pig and pat.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /p/ sound
like in the words pig and pat.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter p represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter p.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter P.

P

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Curve right and around.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter p.

p

.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Circle right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter P
and the lowercase letter p.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
Learning Letters

39

Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 17 | Qq
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /kw/ sound like in the words
queen and quiet, as well as one word that does not begin with the /kw/ sound. Be sure to include
a variety of word types as follows.
Nouns | quarter, quarterback, queen, quilt, quiz
Action Words | quit, quack, question
Describing Words | quick, quiet, quit
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

Q

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Q
q

This is the capital letter Q.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter q.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter q represents the sound
/kw/ like in the words queen and quiet.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/kw/, /kw/, /kw/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 17 | Qq

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /kw/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/kw/ like in the words queen and quiet.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /kw/ sound
like in the words queen and quiet.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter q represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter q.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter Q.

Q

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left. Lift.
• Slant right.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter q.

q

.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Circle left. Lift.
• Straight line down, curve right, and stop.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter Q
and the lowercase letter q.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 18 | Rr
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /r/ sound like in the words
rabbit and run, as well as one word that does not begin with the /r/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | rabbit, race car, rainbow, rat, refrigerator, robot, rock, rocket, rug, ruler
Action Words | read, relax, remember, rest, ride, ring, rip, rob, roll, rub, run
Describing Words | rainy, real, red, right, rough, round, rubbery
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

R

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

R
r

This is the capital letter R.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter r.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter r represents the sound /r/
like in the words rabbit and run.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/r/, /r/, /r/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 18 | Rr

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /r/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/r/ like in the words rabbit and run.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /r/ sound
like in the words rabbit and run.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter r represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter r.

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter R.

R

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Right curve around. Lift.
• Slant down right.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter r.

r

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Straight line up and curve right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter R
and the lowercase letter r.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 19 | Ss
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /s/ sound like in the words
sun and sing, as well as one word that does not begin with the /s/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | school, scissors, skateboard, skeleton, spaceship, stomach, storm, sun
Action Words | scream, sing, skip, slam, slap, sleep, smile, spin, splash, squeak, squeeze, squish,
stand, stop, stretch
Describing Words | sad, same, scary, sleepy, slimy, slippery, small, soft, sour, spooky, sticky, sunny,
surprised, sweet
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

S

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

S
s

This is the capital letter S.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter s.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter s represents the sound
/s/ like in the words sun and sing.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/s/, /s/, /s/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 19 | Ss

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /s/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/s/ like in the words sun and sing.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /s/ sound
like in the words sun and sing.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter s represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter s.

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter S.

S

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Curve left, curve right.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter s.

s

Write the lowercase letter
.
Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Curve left, curve right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter S
and the lowercase letter s.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 20 | Tt
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /t/ sound like in the words
tooth and tap, as well as one word that does not begin with the /t/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | table, tape, teacher, teenager, teeth, tissue, toe, toilet, tongue, tornado, trampoline,
treasure, tree, truck, TV
Action Words | talk, tap, taste, tease, tell, tickle, tie, touch, trot, turn, twirl, twist
Describing Words | tall, tasty, terrible, tight, tiny, tired, toasty, torn, tough
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

T

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

T
t

This is the capital letter T.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter t.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter t represents the sound /t/
like in the words tooth and tap.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/t/, /t/, /t/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 20 | Tt

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /t/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/t/ like in the words tooth and tap.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /t/ sound
like in the words tooth and tap.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter t represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter t.

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter T.

T

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter t.

t

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter T
and the lowercase letter t.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 21 | Uu
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /u/ sound like in the words
umbrella and up, as well as one word that does not begin with the /u/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | umbrella, umpire, underground, underwater, underwear, upstairs
Action Words | unlock, uncover
Describing Words | ugly, under, unhappy, up, upset
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

U

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

U
u

This is the capital letter U.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter u.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter u represents the sound
/u/ like in the words umbrella and up.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/u/, /u/, /u/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 21 | Uu

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /u/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/u/ like in the words umbrella and up.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /u/ sound
like in the words umbrella and up.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter u represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter u.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter U.

U

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve right.
• Straight line up.

Write the lowercase letter

u

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter u.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve right.
• Straight line up.
• Straight line down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter U
and the lowercase letter u.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 22 | Vv
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /v/ sound like in the words
van and vote, as well as one word that does not begin with the /v/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | vacation, valentine, vampire, van, vegetable, violin, voice, volcano
Action Words | vacuum, vanish, view, visit, vote
Describing Words | valuable, very, violent, violet
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

V

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

V
v

This is the capital letter V.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter v.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter v represents the sound
/v/ like in the words van and vote.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/v/, /v/, /v/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 22 | Vv

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /v/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/v/ like in the words van and vote.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /v/ sound
like in the words van and vote.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter v represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter v.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter V.

v

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter v.

V

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.

• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
Let’s practice writing the capital letter V
and the lowercase letter v.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 23 | Ww
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /w/ sound like in the words
wall and wiggle, as well as one word that does not begin with the /w/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | waist, wastebasket, watermelon, weekend, whale, wheel, whiskers, wizard
Action Words | waddle, wake up, walk, wave, whisper, whistle, wiggle, work, worry
Describing Words | warm, watery, weak, weird, wet, windy, wise, wooden, worried
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

W

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

W
w

This is the capital letter W.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter w.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter w represents the sound
/w/ like in the words wall and wiggle.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/w/, /w/, /w/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 23 | Ww

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /w/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/w/ like in the words wall and wiggle.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /w/ sound
like in the words wall and wiggle.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter w represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter w.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter W.

w

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
Write the lowercase letter

w

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter w.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter W
and the lowercase letter w.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 24 | Xx
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that end with the /ks/ sound
like at the end of the words box and mix, as well as one word that does not end with the /ks/ sound.
Be sure to include a variety of word types as follows.
Nouns | box, fox, wax
Action Words | fix, mix, relax
Describing Words | six
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

X

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

X
x

This is the capital letter X.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter x.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter x represents the sound
/ks/ like in the words box and mix.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/ks/, /ks/, /ks/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents. The letter
x represents the sound /ks/.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 24 | Xx

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not end with the /ks/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that end with the letter sound
/ks/ like in the words box and mix.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /ks/ sound
like in the words box and mix.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter x represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter x.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter X.

X

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right. Lift.
• Slant down left.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter x.

x

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right. Lift.
• Slant down left.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter X
and the lowercase letter x.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 25 | Yy
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /y/ sound like in the words
yard and yell, as well as one word that does not begin with the /y/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | yard, yardstick, yarn, year, yesterday
Action Words | yawn, yell, yelp
Describing Words | yellow, young
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

Y

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Y
y

This is the capital letter Y.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter y.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter y represents the sound
/y/ like in the words yard and yell.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/y/, /y/, /y/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 25 | Yy

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /y/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/y/ like in the words yard and yell.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /y/ sound
like in the words yard and yell.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter y represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter y.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter Y.

Y

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right. Lift.
• Slant down left. Lift.
• Straight line down.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter y.

y

.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Slant down right. Lift.
• Slant down left.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter Y
and the lowercase letter y.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
Learning Letters
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Cycle 1

Alphabetical Order

Lesson 26 | Zz
Teacher Preparation
• Identify objects and / or print pictures that represent words that start with the /z/ sound like in the words
zebra and zip, as well as one word that does not begin with the /z/ sound. Be sure to include a variety
of word types as follows.
Nouns | zebra, zero, zombie, zoo
Action Words | zap, zip, zoom
Describing Words | zany, zippy
Student Name(s)
Content-specific words that you are working on in your classroom.

Today, we are learning about the letter

1

Z

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Z
z

This is the capital letter Z.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter z.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter z represents the sound /z/
like in the words zebra and zip.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/z/, /z/, /z/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 26 | Zz

Direct students’ attention to three-four objects, pictures,
or actions around the classroom. Include a noun,
an action word, a describing word, and one word
that does not begin with the /z/ sound.

Let’s find some things around our
classroom that begin with the letter sound
/z/ like in the words zebra and zip.

Work with students to:
1. Name the object / picture / action
2. Determine whether the beginning sound of the target
word is the same or different than the /z/ sound
like in the words zebra and zip.

Cycle 1

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter z represents!

Alphabetical Order

Sound Search!

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter z.

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter Z.

Z

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line right.
• Slant down left.
• Straight line right.
Write the lowercase letter

z

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter z.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line right.
• Slant down left.
• Straight line right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter Z
and the lowercase letter z.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Instructional Cycle 2

Letter Name–Letter Sound Relationship
In Instructional Cycle 2: Letter Name–Letter Sound Relationship, letters are taught
in groups according to the kinds of sounds they represent: letters that represent sounds
that are in the letter name and letters that represent sounds that are not in the letter name
or that represent more than one sound.
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Lesson 27 | Bb
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

B

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

B
b

This is the capital letter B.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter b.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter b represents the sound
/b/ like in the words bat and best.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/b/, /b/, /b/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 27 | Bb

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter b represents!

Follow the detailed instructions provided in the
Sneaky Sound Sample Activity on pgs. 63-64 to:

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Work with students to:
1. Introduce the concept of a tongue twister.
2. Guide students to identify the incorrect word
in a tongue twister.
3. Identify a word with the correct letter sound.
Use that word to replace the incorrect word
in the sentence.
4. Invite students to read the new sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

Sneaky Sound
A Sample Activity

Introduce the concept of a tongue twister.
Watch as I write and speak a special
kind of sentence called a tongue twister.
Ben baked the best beet bagels.
Most of the words in this tongue twister
begin with the letter sound /b/ like
in the word bat. Let’s underline the words
that begin with the sound /b/.
Now, I’m going to read the sentence
two or three times. Try to say the words
with me. You can say the words out loud,
or you can say them silently in your mind.

On the whiteboard / chart paper, write the following
sentence. Say each word aloud as you write it.
Ben baked the best beet bagels.

As you read the sentence aloud, underline the words
that begin with the letter b.
Ben baked the best beet bagels.
As a group, read the sentence aloud.
Point to each word as you say it.
Read the sentence two-three times,
each time saying the words a bit faster.

Wow! After we read this sentence
a few times, my tongue started to feel like
it was getting all twisted up in my mouth.
I had trouble saying the words correctly.
Did this happen to you, too?
This is the reason this kind of sentence
is called a tongue twister!
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Encourage students to share their experiences
trying to say the sentence—aloud or silently—with you.
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Lesson 27 | Bb

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Find the word with the sneaky sound.
Now, I’m going to write another
tongue twister. But this tongue twister
has a problem. A sneaky sound
has gotten into the sentence.
One of the words does not begin
with the sound /b/. It’s our job to find
the word with that sneaky sound.
Listen carefully. Can you find the
underlined word with the sneaky sound?
Bob bought Bill a big bad rabbit.

On the whiteboard / chart paper, write the sentence
as shown below. Say each word aloud as you write it.
Bob bought Bill a big bad rabbit.

I’ll read the sentence aloud one more time.
This time, <signal> when you hear
the word that does not begin with
the sound /b/ like in the word bat.

Have students signal (raise their hands, give a thumbs up,
etc.) when they hear the word that doesn’t begin with
the /b/ sound (rabbit).

Let’s check to see whether the word rabbit
begins with the sound /b/ like in the word
bat. /b/… rabbit. Does the word rabbit
begin with the sound /b/?

Check students’ answer(s) by providing evaluative
feedback.
With a brightly colored marker, circle the word rabbit.

Vote to replace the incorrect word.
We found the word that didn’t belong in our
tongue twister! Now, let’s fix the sentence
so that all the underlined words start
with the sound /b/ like in the word bat.

Write the sentence—with a line in place of the identified
word—on the whiteboard / chart paper. Read each word
aloud as you write it.
Bob bought Bill a big bad __________.

I’ve thought of three words that might
make sense in the sentence. But only one
of these words begins with the sound /b/.
Listen as I say them aloud.

Write words on the whiteboard / chart paper as shown.
Say each word aloud as you write it.
donkey
chick
buffalo

Which of these words begins with the /b/
sound? I will read each word one more
time. Raise your hand when you hear
the word that does begin with the letter
sound /b/ like in the word bat.

Have students raise their hands, give a thumbs up,
or otherwise signal when they hear the word that
doesn’t begin with the /b/ sound.

Let’s check to see whether the word
buffalo begins with the /b/ sound like
in the word bat. /b/… buffalo. Does the
word buffalo begin with the /b/ sound?

Check students’ answer(s) by providing evaluative
feedback.

Let’s write our new word in our tongue
twister and see how it sounds.
Read the new sentence with me!

Write the word buffalo on the blank line in the sentence.
Invite students to read the sentence—aloud or silently—
at least two times.
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Lesson 27 | Bb

Recognizing the Letter in Text

3

(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter b.

Name–Sound Relationship

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter B.

Cycle 2

4

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

B

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

• Straight line down. Lift.
• Curve right and around.

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter b.

b

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.

• Straight line down. Lift.
• Circle right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter B
and the lowercase letter b.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 28 | Ff
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

F

.

Letter Name Identification

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

(1-2 Minutes)

F
f

This is the capital letter F.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter f.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter f represents the sound
/f/ like in the words fish and fast.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/f/, /f/, /f/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 28 | Ff

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter f represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /f/ like in the word fish.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /f/ like in the word fish.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /f/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Flaky Forrest fed five finger foods to __________.
Faye
Ben
Ann

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Flaky Forrest fed five finger foods to Ned.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /f/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter f.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 28 | Ff

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right. Lift.
• Straight line right.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter F.

F

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter f.

f

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Curve to the left, straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter F
and the lowercase letter f.

68

Learning Letters

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 29 | Mm
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.
Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

M

M
m

This is the capital letter M.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter m.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter m represents the sound
/m/ like in the words man and march.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/m/, /m/, /m/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 29 | Mm

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter m represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Marching Mark meets a mean magical dog.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /m/ like in the word march.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /m/ like in the word march.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /m/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Marching Mark meets a mean magical __________.
horse
monkey
cow
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /m/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter m.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 29 | Mm

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter M.

Write the lowercase letter

m

Cycle 2
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Straight line down. Lift.
Slant down right.
Slant up right.
Straight line down.

Name–Sound Relationship

Let’s practice writing the capital letter M
and the lowercase letter m.

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
•
•
•
•

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter m.

M

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve up, right and down.
• Curve up, right and down.
Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 30 | Pp
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

P

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

P
p

This is the capital letter P.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter p.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter p represents the sound
/p/ like in the words pig and pat.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/p/, /p/, /p/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Lesson 30 | Pp

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter p represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /p/ like in the word pig.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /p/ like in the word pig.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /p/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Pale Pam puts perfect pepper on the panda’s
__________.
back
feet
paws

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Pale Pam puts perfect pepper on the panda’s head.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /p/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter p.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Learning Letters
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Lesson 30 | Pp

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Curve right and around.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter P.

P

Write the lowercase letter

p

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter p.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Circle right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter P
and the lowercase letter p.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 31 | Jj
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

J

.
Name–Sound Relationship

(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

Letter Name Identification

1

J
j

This is the capital letter J.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter j.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter j represents the sound
/j/ like in the words jet and jump.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/j/, /j/, /j/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Learning Letters
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Lesson 31 | Jj

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter j represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Jazzy Jayden tripped over the jumbo jackrabbit.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /j/ like in the word jump.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /j/ like in the word jump.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /j/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Jazzy Jayden __________ over the jumbo jackrabbit.
fell
jumped
stepped
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /j/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter j.

76

Learning Letters

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 31 | Jj

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter J.

J

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter j.

j

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

Name–Sound Relationship

• Straight line down, curve left and stop.
Lift.
• Straight line right.
.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Straight line down, curve left and stop.
Lift.
• Dot above the line.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter J
and the lowercase letter j.

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.

Learning Letters
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Lesson 32 | Dd
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

D

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

D
d

This is the capital letter D.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter d.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter d represents the sound
/d/ like in the words dog and dig.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/d/, /d/, /d/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 32 | Dd

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter d represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /d/ like in the word dig.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /d/ like in the word dig.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /d/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Darling Delia doesn’t dare dance with __________.
Dave
Edison
Vrinda

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Darling Delia doesn’t dare dance with Sam.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /d/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter d.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Learning Letters
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Lesson 32 | Dd

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Curve right and around.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter D.

D

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter d.

d

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Circle left.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter D
and the lowercase letter d.

80

Learning Letters

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 33 | Kk
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.
Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

K
K
k

This is the capital letter K.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter k.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter k represents the sound
/k/ like in the words kite and kick.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/k/, /k/, /k/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Learning Letters

81

Lesson 33 | Kk

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter k represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Kooky Kate kept kissing gorillas.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /k/ like in the word kick.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /k/ like in the word kick.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /k/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Kooky Kate kept kissing __________.
kangaroos
trees
people
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /k/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter k.

82

Learning Letters

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 33 | Kk

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter K.

K

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter k.

k

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

Name–Sound Relationship

• Straight line down. Lift.
• Slant left.
• Slant right.

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Slant left.
• Slant right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter K
and the lowercase letter k.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.

Learning Letters
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Lesson 34 | Tt
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

T

.

Letter Name Identification

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

(1-2 Minutes)

T
t

This is the capital letter T.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter t.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter t represents the sound
/t/ like in the words tooth and tap.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/t/, /t/, /t/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 34 | Tt

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter t represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /t/ like in the word tap.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /t/ like in the word tap.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /t/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Talkative Tammy totally tells tales to __________.
Tabitha
Angel
Landon

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Talkative Tammy totally tells tales to William.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /t/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter t.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Learning Letters
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Lesson 34 | Tt

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter T.

T

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter t.

t

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter T
and the lowercase letter t.

86

Learning Letters

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 35 | Vv
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.
Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

V

V
v

This is the capital letter V.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter v.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter v represents the sound
/v/ like in the words van and vote.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/v/, /v/, /v/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Learning Letters
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Lesson 35 | Vv

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter v represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Vivid Valencia visits vampire vegetarian Angela.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /v/ like in the word vote.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /v/ like in the word vote.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /v/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Vivid Valencia visits vampire vegetarian __________.
Valerie
Maria
Jabin
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /v/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter v.

88

Learning Letters

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 35 | Vv

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter V.

V

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter v.

v

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

Name–Sound Relationship

• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter V
and the lowercase letter v.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.

Learning Letters
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Lesson 36 | Zz
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

Z

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Z
z

This is the capital letter Z.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter z.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter z represents the sound
/z/ like in the words zebra and zip.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/z/, /z/, /z/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.

90
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Lesson 36 | Zz

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter z represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /z/ like in the word zip.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /z/ like in the word zip.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /z/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Zany zebra zipped and zigzagged to the zesty
__________.
zoo
museum
skate park

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Zany zebra zipped and zigzagged to the zesty school.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /z/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter z.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Learning Letters
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Lesson 36 | Zz

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line right.
• Slant down left.
• Straight line right.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter Z.

Z

Write the lowercase letter

z

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter z.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line right.
• Slant down left.
• Straight line right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter Z
and the lowercase letter z.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Learning Letters
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Lesson 37 | Ll
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

L

Today, we are learning about the letter

Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

.

L
l

This is the capital letter L.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter l.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter l represents the sound
/l/ like in the words lemon and lick.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/l/, /l/, /l/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Learning Letters
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Lesson 37 | Ll

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter l represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Lovely Lana looked at the loud lively monkey.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /l/ like in the word lemon.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /l/ like in the word lemon.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /l/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Lovely Lana looked at the loud lively __________.
kangaroo
duck
llama
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /l/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter l.

94

Learning Letters

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 37 | Ll

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter L.

L

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter l.

l

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

Name–Sound Relationship

• Straight line down.
• Straight line right.

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter L
and the lowercase letter l.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 38 | Nn
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

N

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

N
n

This is the capital letter N.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter n.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter n represents the sound
/n/ like in the words nose and nod.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/n/, /n/, /n/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 38 | Nn

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter n represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /n/ like in the word nose.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /n/ like in the word nose.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /n/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Nice Nick needs nine nutty new __________.
books
pencils
ninjas

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Nice Nick needs nine nutty new games.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /n/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter n.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.

Learning Letters
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Lesson 38 | Nn

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Slant right.
• Straight line up.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter N.

N

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter n.

n

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve up, right and down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter N
and the lowercase letter n.
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Learning Letters

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 39 | Rr
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.
Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

R
R
r

This is the capital letter R.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter r.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter r represents the sound
/r/ like in the words rabbit and run.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/r/, /r/, /r/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 39 | Rr

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter r represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Restless Rudy runs really rapidly to George.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /r/ like in the word ---.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /r/ like in the word ---.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /r/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Restless Rudy runs really rapidly to __________.
Ruthie
Alyssa
Tamika
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /r/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter r.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 39 | Rr

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter R.

R

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter r.

r

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

Name–Sound Relationship

• Straight line down. Lift.
• Right curve around. Lift.
• Slant down right.

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Straight line up and curve right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter R
and the lowercase letter r.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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101

Lesson 40 | Ss
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

S

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

S
s

This is the capital letter S.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter s.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter s represents the sound
/s/ like in the words sun and sing.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/s/, /s/, /s/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 40 | Ss

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter s represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /s/ like in the word sun.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /s/ like in the word sun.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /s/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Silly Sandy sees seven super sad __________.
otters
cats
seals

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Silly Sandy sees seven super sad dogs.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /s/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter s.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 40 | Ss

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Curve left, curve right.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter S.

S

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter s.

s

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Curve left, curve right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter S
and the lowercase letter s.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 41 | Hh
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.
Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

H
H
h

This is the capital letter H.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter h.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter h represents the sound
/h/ like in the words hammer and hit.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/h/, /h/, /h/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 41 | Hh

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter h represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Handsome Hans hugged happy Brynna.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /h/ like in the word happy.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /h/ like in the word happy.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /h/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Handsome Hans hugged happy __________.
Rocky
Hannah
Evie
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /h/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter h.
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Learning Letters

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 41 | Hh

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter H.

H

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter h.

h

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

Name–Sound Relationship

• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right.

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve up, right and down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter H
and the lowercase letter h.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 42 | Qq
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

Q

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Q
q

This is the capital letter Q.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter q.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter q represents the sound
/kw/ like in the words queen and
quiet.
Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/kw/, /kw/, /kw/.
Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.
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Learning Letters

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.
Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.
Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 42 | Qq

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter q represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /kw/ like in the word quiet.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /kw/ like in the word quiet.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /kw/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Quiet Quinn quit questioning __________.
Alyssa
Queenie
Roberto

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Quiet Quinn quit questioning Randy.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /kw/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter q.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 42 | Qq

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left. Lift.
• Slant right.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter Q.

Q

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter q.

q

.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Circle left. Lift.
• Straight line down, curve right and stop.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter Q
and the lowercase letter q.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 43 | Ww
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.

Cycle 2

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

W
w

This is the capital letter W.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter w.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

Name–Sound Relationship

1

W

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter w represents the sound
/w/ like in the words wall and wiggle.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/w/, /w/, /w/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 43 | Ww

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter w represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Wild Wendy wants to wake wiggly Kevin.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /w/ like in the word wiggle.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /w/ like in the word wiggle.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /w/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Wild Wendy wants to wake wiggly __________.
Susannah
Weston
Tamika
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /w/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter w.
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Learning Letters

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 43 | Ww

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter W.

W

.

w

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter w.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter W
and the lowercase letter w.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Name–Sound Relationship

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
• Slant down right.
• Slant up right.
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Lesson 44 | Yy
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

Y

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Y
y

This is the capital letter Y.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter y.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter y represents the sound
/y/ like in the words yard and yell.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/y/, /y/, /y/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 44 | Yy

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter y represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /y/ like in the word yard.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /y/ like in the word yard.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /y/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Young Yasmin yelled at yappy __________.
Maddy
Rena
Yuri

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Young Yasmin yelled at yappy Mai-Ling.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /y/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter y.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 44 | Yy

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right. Lift.
• Slant down left. Lift.
• Straight line down.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter Y.

Y

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter y.

y

.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Slant down right. Lift.
• Slant down left.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter Y
and the lowercase letter y.
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Learning Letters

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 45 | Cc
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.
Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

C

C
c

This is the capital letter C.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter c.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter c represents the sound
/k/ like in the words cat and cut.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/k/, /k/, /k/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 45 | Cc

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter c represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Careful Caleb called a cab for Marcy.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /k/ like in the word cat.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /k/ like in the word cat.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /k/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Careful Caleb called a cab for __________.
Brad
Callie
Natasha
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /k/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter c.
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Learning Letters

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 45 | Cc

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter C.

C

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
Name–Sound Relationship

• Circle left and stop.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter c.

c

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left and stop.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter C
and the lowercase letter c.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 46 | Gg
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

G

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

G
g

This is the capital letter G.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter g.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter g represents the sound
/g/ like in the words goat and giggle.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/g/, /g/, /g/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 46 | Gg

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter g represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /g/ like in the word good.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /g/ like in the word good.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /g/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Gutsy Gus gave Gabe a golden __________.
elephant
cow
goose

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Gutsy Gus gave Gabe a golden horse.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /g/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter g.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 46 | Gg

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left and stop.
• Straight line left.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter G.

G

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter g.

g

.

Describe how to write
the lowercase form of the letter as you write it.
• Circle left. Lift.
• Straight line down, curve left and stop.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter G
and the lowercase letter g.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 47 | Xx
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.
Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

X
X
x

This is the capital letter X.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter x.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter x represents the sound
/ks/ like in the words box and mix.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/ks/, /ks/, /ks/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 47 | Xx

Sneaky Sound

There are only a very few words that
begin with the letter x. So, we have been
learning to find the /ks/ sound at the
end of words instead of the beginning.
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Relax while I fix the mix in the wax pot.

The underlined words should all end
with the sound /ks/ like in the word box.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not end with
the /ks/ sound. Let’s find that sneaky
word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /ks/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Relax while I fix the mix in the wax __________.
cup
candle
box

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter x represents!

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /ks/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter x.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 47 | Xx

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter X.

X

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter x.

x

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

Name–Sound Relationship

• Slant down right. Lift.
• Slant down left.

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Slant down right. Lift.
• Slant down left.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter X
and the lowercase letter x.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 48 | Ii
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

I

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

I
i

This is the capital letter I.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter i.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter i represents the sound
/i/ like in the words insect and itch.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/i/, /i/, /i/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 48 | Ii

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter i represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /i/ like in the word insect.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /i/ like in the word insect.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /i/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
__________ Isobel itched her icky insect.
Funny
Helpful
Important

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Silly Isobel itched her icky insect.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /i/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter i.

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 48 | Ii

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right. Lift.
• Straight line right.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter I.

I

Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter i.

i

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Dot above the line.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter I
and the lowercase letter i.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 49 | Aa
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.
Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

A

A
a

This is the capital letter A.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter a.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter a represents the sound
/a/ like in the words apple and add.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/a/, /a/, /a/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.

© Start to Finish published by Don Johnston Inc

Learning Letters

129

Lesson 49 | Aa

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter a represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Adam allowed ants and tigers to eat applesauce.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /a/ like in the word apple.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /a/ like in the word apple.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /a/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Adam allowed ants and __________ to eat applesauce.
alligators
unicorns
worms
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /a/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter a.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 49 | Aa

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter A.

A

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter a.

a

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

Name–Sound Relationship

• Slant left. Lift.
• Slant right. Lift.
• Straight line across.
.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left. Lift.
• Straight line down.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter A
and the lowercase letter a.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 50 | Ee
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

E

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

E
e

This is the capital letter E.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter e.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter e represents the sound
/e/ like in the words egg and empty.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/e/, /e/, /e/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 50 | Ee

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter e represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /e/ like in the word enter.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /e/ like in the word enter.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /e/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Elegant Ellie enjoys eggs with __________.
toast
sausage
everything

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Elegant Ellie enjoys eggs with bacon.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /e/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter e.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 50 | Ee

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter E.

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down. Lift.
• Straight line right. Lift.
• Straight line right. Lift.
• Straight line right.
Write the lowercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter e.

E

e

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line right.
• Circle left and stop.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter E
and the lowercase letter e.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 51 | Oo
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

Today, we are learning about the letter

.
Name–Sound Relationship

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

Cycle 2

1

O

O
o

This is the capital letter O.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter o.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter o represents the sound
/o/ like in the words olive and on.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/o/, /o/, /o/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 51 | Oo

Sneaky Sound

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter o represents!
Listen to this tongue twister.

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Odd Olive observed an octopus and an ostrich
at the zoo.

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /o/ like in the word olive.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /o/ like in the word olive.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /o/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Odd Olive observed an octopus and an ostrich
at the __________.
opera
mall
park
4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /o/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter o.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 51 | Oo

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter O.

O

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter o.

o

Cycle 2

Write the lowercase letter

Name–Sound Relationship

• Circle left.

.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Circle left.

Let’s practice writing the capital letter O
and the lowercase letter o.
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Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Lesson 52 | Uu
Teacher Preparation
• Whiteboard or chart paper
• Colored markers (black and a bright color of choice)

1

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Today, we are learning about the letter

U

.

Letter Name Identification
(1-2 Minutes)

U
u

This is the capital letter U.

Show and / or write the uppercase

This is the lowercase letter u.

Show and / or write the lowercase

Let’s practice naming this letter.
What is this letter?

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in a random
order as students say the letter name at least three times.

2

.

.

Letter Sound Identification
(3-5 Minutes)

This letter u represents the sound
/u/ like in the words umbrella and up.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters as you explain.

Watch and listen as I make the sound:
/u/, /u/, /u/.

Model the position of your tongue and mouth. Explicitly describe
how the letter sound looks and feels when you make it.

Let’s practice saying the sound
this letter represents.

Point to the uppercase and lowercase letters in random order,
asking students to practice saying the sound with you at least
three times.
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Lesson 52 | Uu

Sneaky Sound
Now, let’s have some fun with the sound
that the letter u represents!

The underlined words should all begin
with the sound /u/ like in the word up.
But one of these words has a sneaky
sound. This word does not begin
with the sound /u/ like in the word up.
Let’s find that sneaky word!

2. Read the sentence again. Have students signal
(raise hands, thumbs up, etc.) when they hear
the underlined word that does not begin
with the sound /u/. Circle the incorrect word.

Now, let’s work together to fix this tongue
twister!

3. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence frame and words as shown.
Uggy’s uncle went under the ugly __________.
blanket
umbrella
table

Cycle 2

1. On the board / chart paper, write and read
the sentence below.
Uggy’s uncle went under the ugly bridge.
Name–Sound Relationship

Listen to this tongue twister.

4. Have students signal (raise hands, thumbs up, etc.)
when they hear the underlined word that begins
with the sound /u/. Write that word in the sentence.
5. Invite students to read the sentence with you—
aloud or silently—at least two times.

3

Recognizing the Letter in Text
(3 Minutes)

Now let’s look for the letter u.
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Help students look for the uppercase and lowercase letter
in naturally occurring print (books, charts, signs, and other
places in the environment that include print). Each time
students locate the letter, they should state the letter name
and the sound it represents.
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Lesson 52 | Uu

4

Producing the Letter Form
(4-5 Minutes)

Write the uppercase letter

.

Describe how to write the uppercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve right.
• Straight line up.

Cycle 2

Name–Sound Relationship

Let me show you how to write
the capital letter U.

U

Write the lowercase letter

u

.

Let me show you how to write
the lowercase letter u.

Describe how to write the lowercase form of the letter
as you write it.
• Straight line down.
• Curve right.
• Straight line up.
• Straight line down

Let’s practice writing the capital letter U
and the lowercase letter u.

Have students practice writing the uppercase
and lowercase letters as described above.
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Uppercase and Lowercase
Letter Identification

Dd

Instructional Cycles
• Alphabetical Order
• Letter Name / Sound Relationship
• Frequency of Letter Use
• Developmental Order of Articulation
• Visual Features of Letters

Letter Sound Identification

dog

dig

Letter Identification in Text

dinosaur
Letter Formation
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